4O    FORTY YEARS IN AND OUT OF PARLIAMENT

drainage board. However, its functions were gradually added to,
including such duties as open spaces and finally housing. One of
its greatest achievements was the construction of the Thames
Embankment. But though it did some good work, the public
took very little interest in its proceedings, its members had no direct
contact with the electors, and finally it was brought into discredit
by charges of corruption. No one dared apply the obvious remedy
and follow the precedent that gave good government to provincial
cities. Every-year at the Lord Mayor's banquets, Ministers toasted
the City Corporation and by implication pledged themselves to
safeguard its privileges. In 1945, with a Labour Government in
power, the City's privileges seem as firmly entrenched as ever,
though its night population is reduced to a few thousand caretakers
and charwomen.

In despair, the Conservative Government in 1889 hit on the
ingenious idea of turning London into a county. County councils
had just been set up for rural England, and though London's
problems were urban and cried out for municipal treatment she
was provided with county government. And so was born the
L.C.C. London was quick to take advantage of this opportunity
for self-government. A splendid lot of young men, many of them
afterwards to win fame, offered to contest seats. London problems
were crying out for remedies, and many men and women of pro-
gressive views, irrespective of national party predilection, banded
themselves together to solve them. They stood not as Liberals or
Socialists, but as Progressives, while those who thought they were
going too fast called themselves Moderates. But the Progressives
won hands down, and though London might vote Conservative in
the Parliamentary election, for eighteen years it remained loyal to
the Progressive Party. Lord Rosebery was its first chairman, and
in the Progressive ranks were men of every shade of opinion,
experienced administrators like Lord Monkswell and Lord Welby,
keen Liberals like McKinnon Wood, John Benn, Willoughby
Dickinson, and William Collins, prominent Labour men and trade
unionists such as John Burns, Will Crooks and Harry Gosling. It
was a fine team: these men changed the shape of London and did
much, within the limited powers conferred on them, to sweep it
clean. The Progressive Party seemed firmly entrenched and for
eighteen years had stood successfully against repeated assaults by
its critics at the triennial L.C.C. elections,

But a strange thing happened. 1906 was the year of the great
Liberal Parliamentary victory and London shared in the triumph
and sent more than its quota of Liberal members to the House of
Commons. But the Tories were determined to have their revenge
and redeem their prestige by capturing the L,C.C. The first thing